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CURIOUS TEENS / VOICE & SOCIETY

An Election for the History Books
A historic first. A big headline. What changes next?

Pick a side
1. Who makes an ambitious goal feel possible? Fictional examples welcome.

2. What does 'historic first' make you expect?

3. Can a surprise result leave many things unchanged?

Get the story
A headline says someone is the first person from their community to win a major role. Some
readers feel proud. Others wonder why it took so long. Others ask what the winner will do.
The 2026 election produced stories about representation and long losing streaks, but a
historic headline is only the beginning.

American midterm elections are often described as a national competition between
Democrats and Republicans. But in November 2026, the most interesting story was not one
result. It was unexpected change in states such as Texas, Georgia, Mississippi and Kansas,
as well as contests for lower-profile offices.

Texas made headlines. James Talarico defeated Ken Paxton in the US Senate race by roughly
twelve percentage points. The last time Texans elected a Democratic US senator had been
1988. Gina Hinojosa also defeated Republican Governor Greg Abbott, becoming the first
Latina elected governor of Texas and the first Democrat to win the job in more than thirty
years.

The changes went beyond these two candidates. Democrats won major statewide offices,
including attorney general and lieutenant governor, and took the Texas House of
Representatives for the first time since 2002. Republicans kept the state Senate, however.
Texas will therefore have divided government, meaning neither party controls every part of
the state lawmaking process.

Georgia added another historic first. Keisha Lance Bottoms defeated Rick Jackson to become
the first Black woman elected governor of a US state. Senator Jon Ossoff won reelection.
Democrats also gained the Georgia House of Representatives while Republicans kept its
state Senate. Like Texas, Georgia will have divided government, where both parties must
negotiate to make many laws.

Texas's high turnout, strong results in some suburbs and support from voters outside the
usual Democratic coalition also attracted attention. But the result cannot tell us exactly why
each individual voted. Some people changed parties; others voted for the first time or
returned after missing an election.
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Get the story / continued
Mississippi offered another unexpected result. After a very close count, Scott Colom
defeated Republican Cindy Hyde-Smith. He will be Mississippi's first Black US senator since
Reconstruction. During that period after the Civil War, Black Americans gained political
rights, but these rights were later restricted through discriminatory laws and intimidation.
The result is important because of this long history.

Kansas had its own historic surprise. Methodist pastor Adam Hamilton defeated Republican
Senator Roger Marshall. Kansas had not elected a Democratic US senator since 1932, a gap
of ninety-four years. Hamilton spoke about costs, healthcare and finding common ground,
but his victory cannot be reduced to just one message.

Another important story was lower down the ballot. Voters also chose state legislators,
judges, members of local governments and education boards. In Texas, the new Democratic
House may influence future negotiations about school funding. But the Republican Senate
can still disagree or block bills. Elsewhere, several state legislatures changed control.

The election was historic because it changed representation and opportunities to make
policy. Yet winning a seat does not automatically solve a problem. Voters can judge what
happens next by looking at budgets, laws and the decisions elected officials actually make.

Representation matters in places teenagers know: school leadership, sport, science and
entertainment. Seeing someone with a similar background may make a goal feel possible.
Still, no one speaks for everybody who shares part of their identity. Good reporting explains
why a first matters and how the new leader's actions will be judged.

Word power
midterm election - a US election held between presidential elections

historic milestone - an important achievement not seen for a long time

statewide - across an entire state

incumbent - a politician who already holds the office

turnout - how many people vote

crossover voter - someone voting for a party they do not usually support

divided government - different parties controlling parts of government

legislator - a person elected to make laws

civil rights - basic legal protections and equal treatment

down ballot - races appearing below major national offices on an election ballot
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Prove it
1. Why was Talarico's win a milestone?
A. Texas had not elected a Democratic US senator since 1988

B. He was the first candidate

C. Texas held its first-ever vote

2. What happened in the Texas state government?
A. Democrats won the Texas state House while Republicans kept the Texas state Senate.

B. Both chambers closed

C. Only Republicans won

3. What makes Colom's win historic?
A. It was the only US election

B. It ended a more than 140-year absence of Black senators from Mississippi

C. He was governor

4. What was the Kansas milestone?
A. The state elected its first governor

B. It elected a Democratic US senator for the first time since 1932

C. All voters changed party

5. What is one reason down-ballot results matter?
A. They can affect schools and budgets

B. They never change policy

C. They automatically change federal law

Quick mission: Headline repair
Change 'This election fixed everything!' into an accurate headline about a result in the
reading. Add one sentence about what still needs to happen.

This or that?
Choose a side. Give a reason. Respond to a different view. Opinions earn points for reasons,
not agreement.

1. Celebrate the first or focus on policies?

2. A striking headline or a careful explanation?

3. A dramatic result or a long-term pattern?

4. An inspiring story or a difficult follow-up?

5. A national trend or an unusual local result?

6. Publish quickly or wait for confirmation?
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Watch / notice / question
Use the optional short video linked on your student page, or use the article as a report.
Identify a main claim, supporting evidence and an unanswered question.

Student page: https://bilingually-curious.pages.dev/student/teens/history-books/
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Have something to say
1. Why highlight political firsts?

2. When does a first deserve a headline?

3. Can you celebrate and ask difficult questions?

4. Does a shared background mean shared opinions?

5. How does representation affect ambition?

6. What can one result tell us about a country?

7. What cannot it tell us?

8. Must one leader represent everyone from their community?

9. Is one result or a long-term pattern stronger evidence?

10. How can you compare milestones fairly?

11. What would you ask a new leader?

12. How can you report a victory without stereotyping opponents?

Make your case
Edit a youth news page. Write a headline and 60-word report about a milestone from the
reading. Explain why it matters, what the evidence shows and something the result does not
prove.

Plot twist: Your headline suggests that everyone's life has already improved. Separate the
result from future possibilities.

Final outcome: Present a headline, report, source and one unanswered question.

Useful language
I would choose ... because ...

One advantage is ..., but ...

I see your point. However, ...

What evidence supports that?

Could we agree on ...?

I used to think ..., but now ...

One more idea
Make a milestone card: what happened, why it matters, what it does not prove and what to
watch next.

Exit ticket: one useful word, one idea you questioned and one question you still have.

Source links, optional media and the interactive game:
https://bilingually-curious.pages.dev/student/teens/history-books/


